
 
 

DAY 2 

 

GOD GIVES POWER TO THE HUMBLE 

 

JOHN 1:23 
 

John the Baptist said, “I am a voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight 
the way of the Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet said.” 

 

Other than Jesus Christ, few people have been as humble as John the Baptist.  

To be humble means to make an honest and realistic evaluation of yourself and then 

act and speak accordingly. 

 

John the Baptist declared that he was not the Light, but he came to testify to 

the true Light that enlightens everyone. To “testify” means to tell the truth as though 

you were in a law court. John testified before God, the Supreme Judge of the 

universe, and to the religious leaders that he was not the true Light. He also 

confessed or testified that he was not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the prophet. He did 

not claim any privileged or esteemed position for himself. He simply declared, “I am 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness.” How many of us could remain as 

humble as John the Baptist and say, “I am only a voice,” as they attracted great 

crowds, baptized countless numbers, and even attracted the attention of a country’s 

religious and political leaders — even the attention of King Herod, who eventually 

had John beheaded? How many of us could remain content living in a wilderness? 

 

From the beginning, John the Baptist always pointed beyond himself to what 

and who were more important than himself. When questioned, he pointed his 

listeners to what the Bible says; for example, to the words of Isaiah the prophet. He 

sought to draw people to the truth, to the Light, to the path they should follow — not 

to his ideas or to himself.  He pointed them to God’s Word and to God’s promises.  

People crowded around John because he taught from the Bible and the Holy Spirit 

within him bore witness to their hearts that John spoke the truth. His words gave 

them hope for the future, for what God would do in their lives then and forever.  



 

 

When we learn and share the teachings of the Bible, as a follower of Jesus 

Christ we can become His Voice in the world today. If we remain humble before 

God and others, the Lord Jesus will give us the words and the power to encourage 

others and help them believe in Jesus too. With His Voice speaking through us, 

Jesus can change any believer into one of God’s children. 

 

In the lifetime of John’s listeners, the Lamb of God came and began taking 

away the sins of individuals as the New Testament shows and He still does. 

Eventually, Jesus will return and take away the sins of the world.  Today, as then, 

Jesus frees His followers from the power of sin, from harmful habits, from practices 

that will destroy themselves and others.  Jesus promises forgiveness, freedom from 

sin, and a beautiful home in heaven for everyone who loves Him. 

 

Today, the Holy Spirit still indwells the followers of Jesus Christ, even as the 

Holy Spirit filled John the Baptist (before he was born). The power of those who 

humbly follow Jesus, even as a simple voice, comes by the grace of Jesus Christ and 

the power of the Holy Spirit. We cannot do what God the Father sent Jesus or John 

to do.  John the Baptist could not have done what Jesus came to do. By humbly 

recognizing his purpose as a simple voice, John the Baptist led many people to place 

their faith in Jesus and discover the freedom from slavery to sin and the forces of 

darkness that God promised when He sent Jesus, the true Light of the world. 

 

In the life of John the Baptist, we see how God can use us.  If we remain 

humble people, we can help others find a new life in Jesus, and we can truly become 

all that God wants us and them to become. 

 

Read John 1:21-29 

 

And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 

the prophet?” He answered, “No.”  (John 1:21) 

 

Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. 

What do you say about yourself?”  (John 1:22) 

 

He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way 

of the Lord,’“ as the prophet Isaiah said.  (John 1:23) 

 

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.  (John 1:24) 

 

They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor 



Elijah, nor the prophet?”  (John 1:25) 

 

John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do 

not know,  (John 1:26) 

 

the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.”  

(John 1:27) 

 

This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.  (John 1:28) 

 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world!  (John 1:29) 

 

Recommended Reading: 

 

How to Pray in the Spirit: Thirty-One Devotional Readings on Personal Prayer 

How God Teaches Us to Pray: Lessons from Francis and Edith Schaeffer 

Principles of Prayer 

The Believer’s Secret of the Abiding Presence (Kindle) 

The Believer’s Secret of the Abiding Presence (Paperback) 

The Believer’s Secret of Spiritual Power (Kindle) 

The Believer’s Secret of Spiritual Power (Paperback) 

The Believer’s Secret of Intercession (Kindle) 

The Believer’s Secret of Intercession (Paperback) 

Prayer Steps to Serenity: Daily Quiet Time Edition 

Prayer Steps to Serenity The Twelve Steps Journey: New Serenity Prayer Edition 

 

All Rights Reserved © 2024 by L.G. Parkhurst, Jr.  

Permission Granted to Reprint for Not-for-Profit Use. 

Comments or Questions? Contact: lgp@lgparkhurst.com 

 

https://amzn.to/49Vmo4C
https://amzn.to/4bdKyIK
https://amzn.to/3UA4NuB
https://amzn.to/3JBMMpl
https://amzn.to/3wbIMZB
https://amzn.to/4dgNAxy
https://amzn.to/3UkV5La
https://amzn.to/3UgiWeZ
https://amzn.to/49XOcFF
https://amzn.to/4bgAH50
https://amzn.to/3UCYINO
mailto:lgp@lgparkhurst.com

